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Results of the international award best private plot 06 – Der beste Garten 2006 international award and the international symposium on garden architecture public spots on private plots.
The international award on contemporary garden architecture best private plot 06 – Der beste Garten 2006 is presented for the first time. The conception of public spots on private plots originated in an interdisciplinary discussion on private outdoor spaces. The team private plots, a landscape architect, a horticultural scientist and an architect, set themselves the goal of making private outdoor space – a typically overlooked area of contemporary design – the focus of a competition and an international symposium on garden architecture.

Through the international call for submissions, private outdoor space is placed in a cultural context. Sixty-three teams from Europe, Asia, Australia, as well as from North and South America responded: landscape architects, artists, florists, garden designers, clients and architects from fourteen countries took part.

The awards presentation of best private plot 06 – Der beste Garten 2006 took place on 29th of September 2006 at 6 pm at Loisium, Langenlois, Austria by Landesrat Wolfgang Sobotka (member of the Lower Austrian provincial government). The catalogue on the best gardens “best private plots 06 – Die besten Gärten 2006” and an exhibition of the nominated private open spaces was also presented at the event.

The following projects were awarded by the jury of five international experts:
1st prize: Assai: Cecile Daladier + Nicolas Soulier, France

2nd prize Hager Landschaftsarchitektur AG, Switzerland
3rd prize Gregg Bleam – USA
Honorable mention: Barbara Bacher - Ausrtria

Prize total sum 15.000,- Euro (1st prize 7.000,- / 2nd prize 5.000,- / 3rd prize 3.000,-)
The projects convinced the jury because: they were planned as an integral part of the private outdoor habitat, and are not merely residual spaces which result when a house arbitrarily occupies a site; a relationship is perceived between interior and exterior; the space is placed within the context of the landscape surrounding it; and through the creation of borders and transitions, spatial differentiation comes about and private outdoor space is reinterpreted. The projects exhibit a variety of approaches with respect to formal vocabulary, employment of materials and plants, and the inclusion of ecological interrelationships. It is the garden's essence that counts, not a spectacular design.
The following projects were nominated for the prize. They are published in the bilingual catalogue best private plots 06 – Die besten Gärten 2006 and are exhibited until the 5th of November 2006 at Loisium in Langenlois, Austria:
Assai: Cecile Daladier + Nicolas Soulier, France
Bauchplan: Baldauf Otto Okresek Landschaftsarchitektur GBR, Austria
Bellabayer: DI Isabella Bayer-Lueger, Austria
Daniel Ganz, Switzerland
DI Barbara Bacher, Austria
Die LandschaftsArchitekten: Bittkau-Bartfelder+Ingenieure, Germany
Dorotea Schultz, Argentinien
Ernst Günter Hermann, Germany
Florian Hüttner, Germany
Gregg Bleam, USA Virginia
Böhringer Emminger Nagies, Germany
Günther Mayerhofer, Beate Mayerhofer und Jochen Günther, Germany
Hager Landschaftsarchitektur AG, Switzerland
Hans Kudlich und Andrea Itzinger, Austria
Harris Hobbs Garden: Neil Hobbs+ Karina Harris, Australia
Hugh Ryan, Irland
Jutta Giessel, Germany
Karl Rapp, Switzerland
neubert und fuchs, Austria
plandrei Dittrich Lutz GbR, Germany
Straub Thurmayer Landschaftsarchitekten, Germany
Thomas Berca + Calvin Chen: Bercy Chen Studio LLP, USA Texas
Toni Raymann, Switzerland
Vesna Nadazdin Ljubicic, Serbia 
Catalogue orders: www.privateplots.at/en/catalogue.html 

More information about the awarded gardens and open spaces is provided at www.privateplots.at/en/media.html. There you find a text and pictures for press use to the awarded projects. All rights of the pictures reserved to the photographers. 
The expert jury – internationally renowned landscape architects – were also the speakers at the international symposium on garden architecture. Jury members spoke about social, political, cultural, and philosophical aspects of private open spaces and gardens and present private open spaces and gardens they have created. The international symposium public spots on private plots took place on 30 September 2006 at Loisium Hotel wine & spa resort in Langenlois, Austria, in unique surroundings between contemporary design of private open spaces of modern architecture and vineyards. 
Jury and speakers

Anette Freytag (Belgium/Switzerland) * The Private Garden: Meaning. History. Tendencies. 

Vladimir Sitta (Australia) * The Private Garden as the Experimental Ground 

Ken Smith (USA) * no bushes
Ryoko Ueyama (Japan) * Landscape Design for Communication between Earth and Heaven 

Günther Vogt (Switzerland) * Garden Landscape
Abstracts of the symposiums content are provided on www.privateplots.at/en/media.html.
Landscape architect Karin Standler (www.standler.at), agricultural scientist Andrea Heistinger (www.seminat.at) and designer Robert Froschauer hatched the idea for private plots & public spots. The association Verein Lebensqualität of the province of Lower Austria is hosting the event.

