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Stone Quarry Bay Point House

Forest Garden

Powerful, wild landscapes capture the soul in the western reaches of North America. This property lies in such an impressive setting, on the western shore of Montana’s Flathead Lake. Part of the site extends out into a shallow bay of cattails surrounded by maritime ponderosa pine and fir forests growing on silty lake soils amid uplifted broken shelves and ridges of gray-black quartzite and shale. Normally this landscape is home only to black bear, deer and osprey.

In line with the owner’s wish to create a retreat in this wilderness, the idea was to make all use subordinate to the management and care of the native land and wildlife. A grassed gravel road and trails wind towards the house. The building and the pathways are submerged into the landscape. Stone embeds the building in the landform. The compact north wall that extends the ridgeline separates the public from the very private areas. The south façade is transparent towards the lake. Willows and pines stand between the shore and the house, allowing views of the water through their screen.

Living occurs on wooden decks along the house, around stone circles and on the lake edge. Minimal interventions support the comfortable gathering of groups ranging up to twenty persons. However, construction impact is held within five feet of the building. Outside this limit, the native landscape is protected and enhanced.

